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CYPRUS INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY
INSTITUTE OF GRADUATE STUDIES AND RESEARCH
PRELIMINARY PROPOSAL FOR PhD PROGRAMS

Name-Surname:

Department:

Sections
1. Title of the study

2. Aim and significance of the study
3. Basic literature and research findings  
4. Basic methods/approach

5. Bibliography

Note: Please read the guide provided below for your information before preparing your preliminary proposal.
General Guide for Prospective PhD Students
This short guide is aimed at helping you to write a good research proposal.  It should be stressed that the following is only a general guide and it does not guarantee acceptance into a PhD program.  Accepting PhD students into a research program depends on many factors, including the nature of your proposed research, the quality of your ideas, your ability to commit to an intensive period of research study, the effectiveness of your research proposal in communicating your ideas, the “match” between the proposed research and the potential supervisor and the capacity of the research department.

The key message in this guide is that it is your research proposal, and the quality of it will be a considerable factor used in CIU's decision to accept you into a PhD program.

Remember that a research proposal is about what you want to study; it immediately reflects your initial understanding of, and commitment to, PhD study. A research proposal can and should make a positive and powerful first impression about your potential to become a good researcher. 

In a good research proposal you will need to demonstrate two main things:

1. That you are capable of independent critical thinking and analysis

2. That you are capable of communicating your ideas clearly   

Your proposal should be indicative and it should outline your areas of interest and your general insight into the research topic. You are not expected to be an expert and to be familiar with all the specific details of your subject.  However, you are expected to have knowledge about the subject.

5 steps to a successful research proposal

A PhD preliminary proposal should generally include five main sections, as detailed below:

1)  A clear title of the study 

2) A clear statement about what you want to work on and why it is important, interesting, relevant and realistic (aim and significance of the study).
· What are your main research objectives? – these could be articulated as hypotheses, propositions, research questions, or problems to solve.
· What difference do you think your research will make?  

· What research ‘gaps’ will you be filling by undertaking your project?

· How might your research ‘add value’ to the subject?  

3) Some background knowledge and context of the area in which you wish to work, including basic literature and research findings.  

4) Some consideration of the methods/approach you might use;
· How will you conduct your research?  

· Will you use existing theories, new methods/approaches, or develop new methods/approaches?

5) A list of the key references which support your research proposal;  

· Such references should be used in your research proposal to demonstrate that you have read and understood the work of others. The candidates are expected to pay attention to ethical concerns, especially intellectual copyrights.
All of the above five sections are important, but section 2 is particularly important because in any research project, establishing your main purpose represents the whole basis for completing the research program.  Therefore, the value of your proposed research is assessed in relation to your research aims and objectives.

The appropriate length of a research proposal 

A good research proposal is as long as it takes, but a guide would be 500‐1000 words.  Remember that it is meant to be an accurate overview, not a thesis, so you need to provide enough detail for the reader to understand it.  It should not be too long, or too short.  

In addition to the above, an excellent research proposal also needs to follow the ‘3 C’s’ rule:

CLEAR: is what you have written intelligible and clearly articulated?  Does it make sense, or is it vague and confusing?

CONCISE: have you written your proposal in a succinct and focused way?  

COHERENT:  does your proposal link together well so that it tells the reader a short story about what you want to do, why you want to do it and how you will do it?

Your research proposal should leave a positive first impression upon the reader about your ‘fitness’ to study a PhD.  It is your project, so it is important to demonstrate leadership in this first stage of the application process. 
Finally, remember that a research proposal instantly reflects your potential competence to undertake a PhD effectively. A proposal is ultimately about your ability to demonstrate that you are capable of PhD study, so you should sufficient put time and effort into it.  
Note: The proposal will be check for plagiarism and the maximum accepted quote rate is %20 in total.
